
 

 

INTERESTING STATS ON SA 
 
Recently I had the opportunity to attend an investment conference hosted by BCI. 
The economist for the day was Mike Schussler – quite entertaining. I would like to 
share some slides on South Africa as shared by Mike/BCI which I found quite 
interesting and relevant (highlighting SA today).  
  

1. SA Government spends more than we say we will… 

  

 
  

2. Our Government debt % to GDP relative to the average emerging market is 

significantly higher. 

  

 



 

 

  
 

3. The average tax we pay (as a % of SA GDP) is significantly higher than the 

rest of the world and the Euro zone specifically. 

  

 
  

4. But that is expected when you see our high unemployment rate relative to 

other countries… (less people employed means fewer people to carry the tax 

burden). 

  



 

 

 
  

5. We also find that we as South Africans have actually become poorer relative 

to the rest of the world. 

  

 
  

6. And this is his forecast for SA in the year ahead. 

 



 

 

  

 
 
 
Obviously, this is just one view and we need to bear in mind that the weather man 
is far more accurate at forecasting the weather than an economist is at predicting 
the future… therefore I encourage you to continue asking your questions, getting 
the feedback and making up your own mind. Just be ever so cautious of who you 
lend your ear out to – I believe one should look at the data, cut out the noise! 
  
 


